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Introduction
1. TAGRA(2009)06 compared out of hours projected costs from Audit Scotland with actual expenditure from Boards.  For some Boards the figures were noticeably different; the ISD Costs Book team queried these with Boards directly to check for definitional or other reasons for the differences shown.
Purpose

2. This paper provides an update on the definitions used by Audit Scotland and the Boards’ responses to queries to date.
UPDATE
3. For 2006/07 Audit Scotland asked Boards for actual costs
 to July 2006 and the Boards’ projected costs for that year.  NHS Highland has provided updated figures and NHS Orkney has confirmed its Costs Book costs are accurate.
Chart 1: Updated comparison
 between Audit Scotland and Boards’ costs 2006/07-08
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Proposed next steps
4. TAGRA to consider how to take forward this issue.
Health Analytical Services Division, 
Health Directorates

June 2009
� Costs of OoH services provided by Board directly, GP practices that did not opt out or other providers


� Sources: Exhibit 6, Primary care out-of-hours services report, August 2007, Audit Scotland; Population from GRO Scotland (Mid Year Estimates 2005 for 06/07; 2007 for 07/08); Boards’ GP OOH expenditure from ISD.
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