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RELEASING OF CLUSTER ANALYSIS TOOL TO NHS BOARDS
BACKGROUND

1. At the last meeting of TAGRA a pivot table making use of cluster analysis was demonstrated (paper TAGRA(2010)04). This was subsequently presented at the NRAC formula workshops where it was well received and prompted numerous requests for it to be released to the boards. This paper sets out the proposed way forward to develop the tool.
SUMMARY

2. In response to the positive response to the pivot table at the workshops, it is intended to release a draft version of the tool to attendees of the workshops. This will allow the opportunity to receive feedback on how the tool is being used, and what data could be added or removed from it to make it more useful to the NHS Boards. Once sufficient feedback has been received from the workshop attendees it is proposed to publish the tool online.
3. The tool which would be released to the workshop attendees is essentially the same as that presented at the last meeting of TAGRA; however, in line with recommendations from TAGRA, theoretical target shares based on the cluster analysis are no longer presented; rather, the analysis shows how the clusters can be used to understand how the actual target shares can be derived by looking at different populations within a Health Board.

4. The tool will be provided alongside information setting out the limitations of the tool, the relationship of the cluster analysis with the overall NRAC formula results, and the degree of confidence that can be had in the formula results when analyzing them at the data zone level.

CONCLUSION
5. TAGRA is asked to approve the releasing of a draft version of the pivot table to attendees of the workshop to gain feedback on how the tool could usefully be developed before publication.
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