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BACKGROUND

1. This paper sets out a proposal to publish the output of the NRAC formula on the Scottish Neighbourhood Statistics (SNS) website. This proposal has arisen for two reasons. Firstly, at a recent Scottish Government internal seminar, the SNS team highlighted their keenness for the SNS website to contain as much publicly published geographical data as possible. Secondly, at the recent NRAC formula workshop, attendees asked if it would be possible to have GIS mapping of the NRAC formula outputs.
SUMMARY

2. This paper proposes that the NRAC formula outputs for Hospital and Community Health Services be published on the SNS website. Due to difficulties in mapping across between datazones and GP practices it is not proposed to include the GP practice outputs on the website. There are two main advantages from this step:
· It allows the outputs for either an NHS Board or a group of datazones to be easily mapped using GIS software; and

· It allows comparisons to be made between the NRAC formula outputs and other data on the SNS website, such as the SIMD. This should help allay concerns that there are significant differences between the SIMD measure and the MLC adjustment within the formula.

3. The publishing of the NRAC outputs on the SNS website is therefore considered to be strongly supportive of the Core Criteria of Transparency and Face Validity.

4. There are clearly challenges to the publishing of the NRAC outputs on a website that is separate from ISD Scotland. Therefore, we will ensure that alongside the outputs a detailed set of supporting information is provided on the SNS website. This will set out what the data represents and how it should and should not be interpreted, and what the data can and cannot be used for.
CONCLUSION
5. TAGRA is asked to note the intention to publish the NRAC formula outputs on the SNS website.
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