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Paper TRR20


Work of the Remote and Rural SubGroup:
TAGRA is meeting on 17th April 21012: this paper provides an update of the work of the Remote and Rural Subgroup since the last meeting of TAGRA on 12th December 2011.  It also outlines areas of work which the Remote and Rural Subgroup would like TAGRA to consider.  
De minimis:

The first phase of this work derived de minimis cost estimates based on the fixed cost required to provide a minimum level of hospital services.  The current phase of the work is exploring an alternative approach based on the modelling the way in which hospital costs vary with rurality.  This approach is based on research undertaken by Dr. Patricia Norwood at HERU.  HERU have been updating this analysis in a new report [DN: not yet received] which will be used to consider the size of fixed costs associated with hospitals.  It should also be possible to estimate costs by hospital type. 
Out of hours:
Analysis of out of hours is currently work in progress.  It will seek to draw on the pilots being undertaken by Health Improvement Scotland in Glasgow and Highland.  
Workplan options:

1. De minimis: development of the work relating to the HERU analysis to provide alternative estimate of de minimis costs;

2.  Out of hours: develop the analysis relating to alternative models for funding out of hours. :
